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GYPSIES AND TRAVELLERS 

Families reprieved on green belt site 

A site occupied by Gypsies in the Surrey green belt 
has won a temporary permission after a ruling that 
the planning balance lay in the appellants’ favour 
in the absence of suitable alternative sites. 

The inspector accepted that the scheme was 
inappropriate in the green belt, undermined its 
openness and eroded a gap between two settle- 
ments. However, he found a clear and unmet need 
for Gypsy sites in the district. The families had no 
alternative accommodation and their children’s 
education was a matter of considerable impor- 
tance, he opined. 

He recognised that dismissing the appeal was 
likely to lead to eviction, forcing the families into 
a life on the road and disrupting the children’s 
education. Since it was likely that the council 
would have allocated additional sites for Gypsies 
and travellers by 2010, he decided that a permis- 
sion lasting four years should be granted and made 
personal to the appellants. 
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